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Despite seemingly inexorable imminent risks of food insecurity that hang over the world, especially 
in developing countries like Pakistan where traditional agricultural methods are being followed, 
there still are opportunities created by technology that can help us steer clear of food crisis threats in 
upcoming years. At present, the agricultural sector worldwide is rapidly pacing towards technology-
driven Precision Agriculture (PA) approaches for enhancing crop protection and boosting productivity. 
Literature highlights the limitations of traditional approaches such as chances of human error in 
recognizing and counting pests, and require trained labor. Against such a backdrop, this paper 
proposes a smart IoT-based pest detection platform for integrated pest management, and monitoring 
crop field conditions that are of crucial help to farmers in real field environments. The proposed system 
comprises a physical prototype of a smart insect trap equipped with embedded computing to detect 
and classify pests. To this aim, a dataset was created featuring images of oriental fruit flies captured 
under varying illumination conditions in guava orchards. The size of the dataset is 1000+ images 
categorized into two groups: (1) fruit fly and (2) not fruit fly and a convolutional neural network (CNN) 
classifier was trained based on the following features: (1) Haralick features (2) Histogram of oriented 
gradients (3) Hu moments and (4) Color histogram. The system achieved a recall value of 86.2% for 
real test images with Mean Average Precision (mAP) of 97.3%. Additionally, the proposed model has 
been compared with numerous machine learning (ML) and deep learning (DL) based models to verify 
the efficacy of the proposed model. The comparative results indicated that the best performance was 
achieved by the proposed model with the highest accuracy, precision, recall, F1-score, specificity, and 
FNR with values of 97.5%, 92.82%, 98.92%, 95.00%, 95.90%, and 5.88% respectively.
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If agricultural pests or insects are not properly controlled, they can spread like a plague. Farmers, cities, and 
eventually nations suffer significant loss and destruction as a result of destroying everything from gardens to 
entire fields, orchards, and standing crops1. To combat these harmful and destructive pests and protect crops 
from any potential harm, an Integrated Pest Management Program (IPMP) is used. Pests that are not monitored 
and controlled can harm both the economy and agriculture2.

The first impression that comes to mind when pests in agriculture are discussed, is that of fields or crops 
destroyed by weeds, insects, or rats. However, some bugs are also harmful to human health because they spread 
allergens that irritate those people who have delicate medical conditions3,4. Contrarily, mosquitoes, who thrive 
in stagnant water and are the cause of dengue disease, harm human health in addition to crops when they are 
not properly monitored and managed. Pests directly prey on endemic animals, harming plants and upsetting the 
balance of the ecosystem by reducing or eradicating their prey5. A loss in water quality, an increase in soil erosion 
and land degradation, and the eradication of native plants that give food and shelter to local species or those that 
are indigenous to the area are all consequences of pests affecting the habitat of creatures and natural resources6,7.
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The locust swarm reached its pinnacle in the Punjab region of Pakistan in the past couple of years, which 
contributed to the loss of crops and ultimately the destruction of the economy. Many crops have been severely 
harmed by the swarm, resulting in financial losses, and individuals have been impacted by having less food8,9. 
Therefore, a swarm of insects could completely undo a season’s worth of planting and meticulous nurturing, 
resulting in drastic monetary losses.

However, the need for smart traps is increasing in a way that they prove their efficacy in reducing destructive 
and unpredictable conditions for fields. Smart traps can reduce the dependency of farmers on pesticides that 
are harmful to human health and the environment10,11. It has now become feasible to remotely monitor, report, 
and even treat insects and pests of all types in any location in the globe, thanks to the development of key 
technologies of the fourth industrial revolution, such as Artificial Intelligence (AI), Internet of Things (IoT), 
5G/6G, and embedded cyber-physical systems12,13.

This research work focuses on the oriental fruit fly (Bactrocera dorsalis) which is found in at least 65 
countries of the World with a widespread presence in Pakistan, India, and Sri Lanka. The pest is highly invasive 
and has a high reproductive rate. This pest also can disperse rapidly and target a broad range of fruits14,15. If 
not properly managed, this pest can have serious environmental and economic implications. The best possible 
way to monitor fruit flies is through secured data collection, analysis, and reporting throughout the year16-18. 
Precision Agriculture for pest management requires constant monitoring of the target pest population as well 
as continuous evaluation of environmental conditions like temperature and humidity19. Currently, pests are 
monitored by trapping them in pheromone-based glue traps which are available commercially and can draw 
insects even when they are present in extremely low numbers as shown in Fig  1. Here, each insect can be 
observed by the farmer to determine whether it is a codling moth using routine in-field inspections or even 
low-tech wireless cameras. This procedure is not as intelligent as an IoT solution might be6. Also, this approach 
is prone to certain innate limitations such as (1) chance of human error in recognizing and counting pests, (2) 
requirement of trained labor, and (3) inefficiency (oftentimes the traps are observed too late). Therefore, this 
paper proposes and develops a cost-effective pest management solution that can be deployed in a field to detect 
and recognize pests. The developed system achieves accuracy as high as 97.50% to detect, recognize, and count 
pests by utilizing ML and DL algorithms. The proposed pest management solution also provides a secure end-
to-end communication system for safe and secure communication of information.

There are several factors and facts that have resulted in motivating this research work. These can be 
summarized as follows:

•	 The growing interest expressed by existing agricultural companies, government departments, and agencies in 
developing systems for secure tele-farming to be deployed at a large scale. These systems shall be autonomous 
AI based systems.

•	 The lack of existence of publicly available well-structured pests-related datasets for the research community to 
benefit from, such dataset could serve as a basis to develop ML models to promptly detect, localize, categorize, 
and treat pests.

•	 From the literature, it has been reported that the existence of such data records is available only in traces. 
Therefore, there is a need for the collection and analysis of data in real-time to ensure that best practices are 
executed and control measures are taken promptly.

Fig. 1.  Traditional pests trap where pests are monitored by trapping them in pheromone-based glue traps and 
include manual scouting.

 

Scientific Reports |        (2024) 14:31917 2| https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-024-83012-3

www.nature.com/scientificreports/
D

o
w

nl
o

ad
ed

 f
ro

m
 m

o
st

w
ie

d
zy

.p
l

http://www.nature.com/scientificreports
http://mostwiedzy.pl


•	 The development of a secure IoT enabled smart trap will increase awareness about Pakistan’s most deadly 
pests’ population trends. Farmers and other stakeholders would benefit from having a better understanding 
of the types of pests that are active during certain seasons and certain regions of the country.

The contributions of this paper are summarized as follows:

•	 Comprehensive review of the recent and most relevant work related to pests management and the application 
of ML techniques in the area of Precision Agriculture.

•	 The design of a low-cost smart IoT-based pest detection platform for integrated pest management and mon-
itoring crop field conditions, such platforms are helpful to farmers in a real field environment for the optimi-
zation of inputs and treatments.

•	 Pests related dataset creation for the wide research community to benefit from.
•	 The development of a ML model for pests management, such model is trained on the collected dataset, the 

proposed system is expected to analyze and classify pests in a real-time fashion to increase the efficiency of 
the actions taken by farmers and authorities.

•	 Experimental analysis and comparative study of the proposed model.

In contrast to existing available work that depends on static traps or limited ML models and often lack structured 
pest datasets, this paper integrates IoT-enabled pest detection system and advanced CNN and You Only Look 
Once version 8 (YOLOv8) models, by significantly improving pest detection accuracy in real field conditions. 
In addition to addressing the scarcity of structured pest datasets, the proposed solution also offers farmers a 
scalable, cost-effective solution that enhances pest management techniques and helps in more efficient use of 
agricultural inputs. Furthermore, this research work is notable for its creation of a publicly accessible dataset that 
will facilitate further research and advancements in the precision agriculture sector.

The structure of this paper is as follows. Section Literature review provides a literature review that addresses 
the previous works done for the same purpose and how successful these works were in achieving their goals 
and results. We will focus on how our work is different from the work previously done. Section Materials and 
methods presents the research methodology which explains the theoretical tools and algorithms developed to 
achieve the research objectives. Section Results presents the results obtained and also discusses their significance, 
accuracy, and performance. Section Conclusion concludes the paper and highlights possible future extensions 
and directions based on the work presented.

Literature review
This section illustrates the related literature on pest management, PA, IoT, and ML. Also, the state-of-the-art 
frameworks, as well as mechanisms for developing a framework for the smart trap, and various techniques for 
the communication of information are discussed.

In20, the authors suggest how smart traps using visual imaging are becoming popular and the need for them 
is growing day by day. These traps are now available commercially and many companies are making intelligent 
traps with increasing efficiency. The authors have summarized the work of many researchers to obtain insights 
about pests’ details, how in old times farmers used to handle the pests’ destruction, and how smart traps were 
developed with the passage of time. The authors also addressed the question of whether mobile traps work best or 
stationary traps for insects, but could not conclude the findings related to the conjecture due to cost restrictions 
for trap mobility in fields. Through simulations, authors showed that a single trap moving in a circular orbit 
gave a high capture rate with the trap speed. Hence, the main purpose of the paper was to help in designing and 
developing an advanced smart trap that could be helpful for companies designing traps, and also for the workers 
working in pest management. By reviewing all the details of traps i.e., weather conditions, crop load, cost of the 
project, and information on pests, the trap developing companies can make decisions easily to develop a trap 
that can catch, count, and forward alarms efficiently. The authors, by concluding this paper, deduce that with 
different possible ways, the traps could be so smart that they could help us get food supplies that are less harmful 
and low-priced.

In21, the authors discussed mimicking human learning and memory patterns for maintaining better 
performance on new and old tasks, owing to the human ability to accumulate knowledge and alleviate forgetting. 
The authors proposed an Artificial Neural Network (ANN) based continual classification method via memory 
storage and retrieval, with two benefits that are: Fewer data requirements and higher flexibility. These benefits 
are obtained by combining CNN and Generative Adversarial Network (GAN). For fewer data, the metric 
learning model based on CNN reduces data by minimizing image difficulty and annotation, which was helpful in 
classification and pattern recognition. The other benefit of high flexibility is achieved by a combination of CNN 
and GAN models, which are explained in detail in22-24. The extraction of important data from old tasks and the 
generation of abstracted images as a memory for future tasks was achieved by GAN. So, the modified continual 
model (pest and plant classification), solved the forgetting problem and achieved good performance and high 
efficacy. The authors assured that the proposed method could be helpful in different fields and applications 
starting from agricultural areas to more departments developing more intelligent devices like robots, and smart 
traps for fruit picking and identifying diseases and pests respectively25. The study’s primary limitations are the 
instability and training complexity of the GAN component, in contrast to the more stable and straightforward 
implementation of the CNN model. The GAN’s instability and training challenges may compromise the model’s 
overall performance.

In26,27, the authors presented DeepPest, a cascaded convolutional neural network architecture as an approach 
for the detection of small objects. DeepPest is a two-stage mobile vision technique that uses extensive multi-
species pest data for automatic in-field pest recognition and detection. In the first stage, a context-aware attention 
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network is built with multi-scale information for purpose of primary crop category classification. In the second 
stage, a multi-projected pest detection architecture is trained using these crop-categorized images to increase 
the effectiveness of in-field pest detection using super-resolved feature extraction. While this method accurately 
detects small pests, it may not work as well with larger size pests due to the limited impact of contextual 
information. In28, the authors presented crop pest recognition method by using several deep convolutional 
neural networks for accurately identifying ten common species of crop pests. The main contributions were a 
validated crop pest dataset that is shared, a fine-tuned GoogLeNet model proposed for better pest classification 
in agricultural contexts, and a 6.22% performance improvement over the state-of-the-art method.

The authors in29 used a three-model approach to recognize and categorize insects. The first one was an 
invariant local feature model that was extracted using the Hessian-Affain detector. The second approach was a 
global feature model, which makes use of k-means clustering and an Euclidian distance metric to determine the 
hue value of each point to two clusters. The third involved a hierarchical combination with two levels, with the 
first level being the selection of the best performance classifier for global features. When a threshold value for 
classification probability was found, the samples moved on to the second level, where the highest performing 
classifier for local characteristics was chosen. The outcomes are based on the third method, which achieved a 
maximum accuracy of 96.9% in the first level using Normal Densities Based Linear Classification and Nearest 
Mean Classifier for the second level, with 71.3% accuracy. Together, these methods produced a 96.9% correct 
classification rate on lab-acquired images. Applying the same third method in the field conditions yielded a 
65.5% correctly classified accuracy. This research work identified white fly insects found in adhesive-surfaced 
traps30. The image was first converted to gray scale and then the Sobel edge detector filter was applied to extract 
the image’s magnitude gradient. After that, a binary image was created using the Otsu algorithm. To remove 
isolated spots from the image, a 3 × 3 median filter was applied to the whole image. The segmented objects’ area, 
center of mass, eccentricity, and solidity were extracted at the end of the segmentation process. These features 
were used to group the objects into clusters, one of which was made up of features that represent white flies. The 
average accuracy was 97%.

In31, the goal was to identify white flies and aphids in adhesive traps as well. The samples used were 21 × 
21 pixel images that fall into three categories: background images of the trap (that do not include any insects), 
aphid images, and white fly images. Three different feature extraction techniques i.e., colors, Gabor filters, and 
Pyramidal Histogram of Gradients (PHOG) were employed in the identification process. The final classification 
was done with Support Vector Machine (SVM), using Radial Basis Function kernel (RBF) for PHOG and 
color features, while linear kernel for Gabor filters. As a result, 91.8% of aphids and 98.5% of white flies were 
detected. In contrast to the research works cited29,30, the proposed model does not rely on the explicit feature 
extraction from the image processing. Instead, it utilizes the entire image to identify the flies. This approach not 
only simplifies the model but also enhances its adaptability to different kinds of insects. In32,33, an IoT-enabled 
pest detection and classification model employing YOLOv3 is presented. The CNN Long Short-Term Memory 
Networks (CNLSTM) classifier receives the images after they have been extracted by CNN. In addition, hyper 
parameter optimization is done using the Adaptive Honey Badger Algorithm (AHBA) model.

In34, the authors presented a novel approach for the identification of two species of fruit flies (Ceratitis capitata 
and Grapholita molesta) which could be helpful for the monitoring of insect populations in the intelligent traps 
in the fields. A digital image processing technique was used to detect the pests and for the classification of these 
pests into the right class, ANN was used. Different CNN architectures were used, with various configurations for 
the training purpose on the dataset of images captured in the fields. In this paper, the highest precision of 93.55% 
and 91.28% for the classification of the fruit flies Ceratitis capitata and Grapholita molesta, respectively and the 
lower time required for the classification was achieved by ResNet18 and SqueezeNet.

The same topic has also been studied in many other references. Table 1 captures a brief summary of most 
recent work related to pest detection in terms of model description and reported performance results.

Proposed system architecture
Considering the smart trap network, our proposed system architecture is as shown in Fig. 2. The proposed system 
architecture consists of pheromones, a Raspberry Pi, a Pi camera, a DC fan (to clean the trap when required), 
and an led bulb (as an illumination source) present inside a smart trap. Pheromones are insect attractants and 
are in liquid form chemicals (in the present case 85% methyl eugenol, 10% sugar, and 5% DDVP). They are 
mixed and dispensed on cotton to serve as a male sex attractant. The range of fragrance of pheromones is 500m 
and depends on the direction of the wind. After being attracted to the smell of that pheromone, the insects get 
stuck with the sticky surface so that the Pi camera automatically takes pictures of the insects, and stores them 
on raspberry pi (local storage). So, in order to analyze the images captured and to detect the pest fruit flies, 
the machine learning technique of convolutional neural network is applied. The performance of the proposed 
system is evaluated on the basis of CNN and YOLOv8 to determine which one performs the best. Here the cloud 
server (Firebase storage) stores the pest’s images and also counts their numbers inside the image. The number 
count of pests will then be sent to the real-time database (Firebase database) along with the date and time the 
image was taken. The smart trap is waterproof to protect it from the sun and rain. A 4G USB dongle is installed 
in the smart trap for transmission of the pest’s image and other calculated data to a cloud server. A solar panel 
provides power to all devices. As a result, the proposed system monitors and captures the pests efficiently. Also, 
the synthetic version of pheromones plays an active part in collecting pests towards the trap and also effectively 
traps the pests for control.

The complete system is shown in Fig. 3, which performs Machine Learning-based categorization at the edge 
device and transmits the findings to the stakeholders via the cloud, i.e., the Google Firebase real-time database.
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Materials and methods
In this section, the proposed methodology is discussed in detail. The system architecture consists of the following 
modules; Data acquisition, Image processing, Data augmentation, and Feature extraction. The overall flowchart 
of the proposed system is as shown in Fig. 4 in which the first phase, the dataset of pests is created. The second 
phase is the feature extraction of the pest dataset by using a Machine Learning algorithm while the third step is 
about the classification of pests.

Data acquisition
Data acquisition is the most difficult yet very important task in computer vision applications. This task becomes 
more tedious, challenging, and high-cost when the domain is agricultural and is done in a real field environment. 
The reason behind this difficulty is lighting issues and other environmental factors through DL algorithms that 
deal with such tasks very nicely. Data in the form of images are collected in two ways, one is by manually 

Fig. 2.  Intelligent smart trap architecture consists of pheromones, a Raspberry Pi, a Pi camera, a DC fan, and 
an LED bulb present inside a smart trap for monitoring and capturing the pests.

 

References Description
Model applied 
technique Top performance

Kasinathan 
et al.35

High classification rates of pest detection in Machine Learning techniques compared to traditional 
pest detection techniques. IP102 datasets used a pest detection algorithm that consists of foreground 
extraction and contour identification to detect pests

Convolutional Neural 
Network (CNN)

For 9 and 24 class insects the 
Maximum classification rate of 
90% and 91.5% was achieved

Albanese et 
al.36

Research focus was autonomous detection of pest infestation in orchard fruits. Regular pest detection 
and enhanced embedded low-power sensing system and neural accelerator capture and process the 
image in pheromone-based traps

Deep Neural Network 
(DNN)

Pest infestation detection 
task was automated for 
unlimited time and no farmer 
intervention was required

Suto et al.37
Described the identification, detection, and counting of insects in agricultural pest management. 
A microcontroller board OpenMV Cam H7 which easily implicated the application using machine 
vision in real and embedded system-based insect trap

Deep Learning Based 
Insect Counting 
Algorithm

Pests counting and spraying 
methods were accurately 
scheduled

Chen et al.38 A detecting drone used to take the image of the pest and recognize T, papillosa in the orchard tree and 
its position through YOLOv which was built on NVIDIA Jetson TX2 and embedded system

Tiny-YOLOv3 neural 
network model

Drone sprayed the pesticides 
on the exactly desired spots

Thenmozhi 
et al.39

Focused on the classification of crop insects using machine vision and knowledge-based techniques. 
Features like texture, color, shape, histogram of oriented gradients (HOG), and global image 
descriptor (GIST) were used in the classification of pests. A 10-fold cross-validation test was 
conducted to achieve a better classification and identification of insects

Base classifiers (Naive 
Bayes, support vector 
machine and K-nearest-
neighbor) and ensemble 
classifiers (random forest, 
bagging, and XGBoost)

Classification accuracy 
improved in the combination 
of texture, color, shape, HOG, 
and GIST features

Xiao et al.40
Developed a pest identification network that combines deep learning and hyper spectral imaging 
technology for accurate pest control, paper discussed the limitations of traditional algorithms by 
utilizing one-dimensional convolution and attention mechanism to extract spectral features efficiently

Deep learning
Experimental results showed 
maximum suitability and 
accuracy for pest identification 
compared to other methods

Markovic et 
al.41

Monitored and predicted the presence of pest insects using cameras and sensor devices. Machine 
Learning models predicted the presence of pests which was based on temperature, humidity, and 
weather

ML algorithms
The affected detection 
accuracy was 86.3% and false 
detection percentage was 11%

Table 1.  Literature review
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placing the fruit flies in the trap and the second is for the field experiments where we have attached the food 
attraction in the trap and then captured the images of fruit flies for further processing. So, the monitoring 
system collects the data through installed cameras from time to time, and the captured images are transferred 
for further processing42.

In this paper, a dataset was created that consisted of images of fruit flies captured in Pakistan in guava 
orchards of Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (34◦ 00’ 29” N, 071◦ 34’ 43” E). The pest dataset contains the RGB 
images which are captured with a smartphone Samsung Galaxy A32 camera whose resolution is high for the 
task at hand. The dataset was taken from different positions with different angles. Also, the images were taken at 
various day timings and different lighting conditions using digital color cameras. The images in the dataset were 
categorized into (1) fruit fly and (2) not fruit fly. The sample images from the aforementioned dataset are shown 
in Fig. 5 which shows the vast variations of images taken at a height of 2-3 feet. Also, the dataset contains two 

Fig. 4.  Workflow diagram of the proposed system consisting of data collection phase, feature extraction phase, 
and classification phase.

 

Fig. 3.  Intelligent smart trap system which performs Machine Learning-based pest detection at edge device 
and transmits findings to stakeholders via the cloud and includes a solar-powered IoT-enabled smart insect 
trap.
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types of pests including fruit flies and not fruit flies. The collected dataset is balanced, it contains 1000 images 
having 500 images in each class respectively, and then trained by a ML algorithm after the image pre-processing 
step. After the analysis of images from the Raspberry Pi camera, pest detection occurs easily at an early stage. 
However, due to the balanced dataset, the evaluation metrics i.e., precision and other metrics are much more 
informative, accurate, and valid.

Image processing
Captured data is mostly in raw form, so there is an imminent need for image pre-processing which requires 
image normalization, enhancement techniques, alignment, cropping, scaling and resizing, noise removal, 
conversion to binary or gray-scale, contrast, sharpness enhancement, etc. These processes help in improving the 
raw images for image identification. Thus, image processing techniques help here in achieving finer information 
and point-of-interest objects. For more image data, automatic methods are suitable and faster too. Whereas, 
for a single image, the manual method works and is more precise but is slower than the automatic method. The 
automatic method is considered in this research work.

Image pre-processing for pest identification is taken as where image segmentation algorithms are used to 
segment the target object from the complex background and to decrease the impact of complicated background 
on the overall accuracy. In the case of CNN models, the speed of training and overall performance are affected by 
noises from natural images easily and may not capture important features of the image. Therefore, to minimize 
such issues, data pre-processing techniques are needed. In this paper, two pre-processing techniques are used 
to eliminate the complicated background of the image. Additionally, a pre-processing technique of cropping is 
applied since there is no noise in the background of the image due to a plain white trap.

Data augmentation
Since deep learning is taken in this paper, so there is a need for a large dataset. Therefore, a data augmentation 
process is used to create a larger dataset. In the context of our research, due to adverse weather conditions, it 
is often difficult to capture diverse images of pests. Therefore, due to the shortage of images in the dataset, our 
main focus is to improve the dataset by using the data augmentation process. Data augmentation could be offline 
and online. The offline augmentation can be applied on small datasets directly, while the methods included in 
such a process usually are rotation, translation, flipping, and other corresponding changes. Augmentation for 
large datasets is usually achieved online. In this paper, since the dataset volume was not massive, therefore, 
offline augmentation is used as it is more suitable in the given context. There are numerous advantages of data 
augmentation, e.g., better generalization is possible for CNN models. Just by adding noise to data, the robustness 
of the model can be improved. In this paper, we have generated data mostly by flipping and rotating. In the 
dataset, there were a total of 900 images, each class consisting of 450 images respectively, later 100 more images 
were added in the dataset with 50 images of each class. This means that 10% images were increased to improve 
the dataset. Also, data augmentation is used after the preprocessing step in order to gain higher precision and 
accuracy with the best detection results. Moreover, it helps in the identification of different ’fruit fly’ and ’not 
fruit fly’ pests with motion at different angles.

Feature extraction
This system contains an identification process and pattern training process for test images. The preprocess and 
extraction modules are accessible for both the training and recognition process. Features extracted in the feature 
extraction process from training images are used to build a model of the classification process.

By choosing features ”by hand”, the issue of working directly on the high-dimensional data of image pixels 
is avoided. Low-level feature computation (low-dimensional data) aids in extracting the image’s underlying 

Fig. 5.  Acquired images of fruit flies with different orientations and gestures from the aforementioned dataset.
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information. However, choosing features is not straightforward, so a justification for the features selected is 
given next.

Texture features
In computer vision, shape and geometry of objects present in images are described by features. In order for ML 
algorithms to recognize the objects, these features must be described mathematically. Fruit flies have distinct 
shapes, textures, and colors. In this work, second-order statistical texture features have been used, commonly 
used as Haralick features which are calculated from a Gray Level Co-occurrence Matrix (GLCM). This matrix 
holds the number of pairs of pixels having similar neighboring gray levels in the image. These counts are then 
converted into a joint probability distribution. From these probabilities, a variety of numeric features are 
extracted to quantify the texture characteristics of the regions of interest in the image. For fruit fly detection, the 
following Haralick features were used:

•	 Features that measure variation: angular second moment (Energy), contrast, correlation.
•	 Features that measure difference: sum of squares (variance), inverse difference moment (homogeneity), sum 

average, sum variance, entropy, different variance.
•	 Features that measure entropy i.e., uncertainty: entropy, sum entropy, difference entropy.
•	 Features that measure other information: information measure of correction I and II, and maximal correla-

tion coefficient.

In addition to Haralick features, the Histogram of Oriented Gradients (HOG) was also used for classification. 
Examples of oriented gradients are shown in Fig. 6 which counts the instances of gradient orientation within a 
specific area of an image.

Shape features
Statistical features to analyze the shape of a region of interest in an image are translation, rotation and scale 
invariant geometric features such as center of gravity and central moments. Once the shape feature vectors are 
computed, the ML algorithm can recognize each shape by clustering a multi-dimensional feature space into one 
of the classes on which the algorithm has been trained. For fruit flies, the shape feature vectors (set of invariants) 
are independent of position, scale, size, and orientation and, therefore, present themselves as the evident choice 
when deciding which features to use for classification.

Color features
Bactrocera dorsalis and similar flies have prominent colors. They mostly have black thorax with yellow dark 
markings. Color moments, therefore, are an advantageous choice that provides distinctive features to detect fruit 
flies. These color moments represent the probability distribution of image intensities characterized by moments 
such as mean, variance, and skewness.

In this paper, a total of nine color moments are used in the RGB color space.

Classification algorithm
An effective object detection and classification algorithm found in the literature is the CNN. It is a special type 
of ANN, which is used for object and image recognition and classification. The CNN architecture consists of 
two layers: the feature extraction layer, which extracts local features by connecting each neuron’s input to the 
local receptive fields of the preceding layer. The network’s compute layers are divided into a number of feature 
maps, which make up the other layer known as the feature map layer. Numerous characteristics of CNN include 
adaptability, a straightforward structure, and fewer training parameters.

Fig. 6.  Oriented gradients sample for enhanced pest identification by counting the instances of gradient 
orientation within a specific area of an image.
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A general architecture of a CNN which is an artificial deep neural network is shown in Fig 7. CNNs are 
preferred over conventional Machine Learning algorithms primarily because they do not require manual feature 
selection. For this reason, a deep learning-based object classifier, YOLOv8 was selected as a comparable model. 
By applying a single neural network to the entire image, YOLO can predict bounding boxes, their probabilities, 
and the class of the relevant object as well as divide the image into regions. These bounding boxes are weighted 
based on the anticipated probabilities to only draw attention to the detections with the highest scores. Finally, 
the combined score of both predictions is calculated (bounding box and object class).

Implementation and results
This section explains the experimental setup, and evaluation metrics that are used to check the performance of 
the proposed system, and concludes with an evaluation of the results of the proposed system.

Experimental setup
For the implementation of the proposed work, a Raspberry Pi 4 (Model B with 4 GB RAM) running the Raspbian 
Stretch Linux operating system was configured with a Python virtual environment in Python 3. The vision 
system additionally contained a Raspberry Pi camera and an Intel Movidius Neural Compute Stick (NCS) Vision 
Processing Unit (VPU). The Raspberry Pi camera module version 2.0 contains a physical sensor of 3.6 by 2.76 
millimeters, an 8-megapixel Sony IMX219 sensor, a resolution of 3280 by 2464, and a frame rate of 60 frames 
per second (at 1080p).

Evaluation metrics
The performance of the proposed system may be evaluated using the following parameters: Precision (P R), 
Recall (RC), F1-score (FScore), Specificity (Sspcty), and False Negative Ratio (FNR) (Fnr). Meanwhile, P R, 
RC , FScore, Sspcty  and Fnr  are computed as follows:

	
P R = T P

T P + F P
� (1)

	
RC = T P

T P + F N
� (2)

	
FScore =2 × (P R × RC)

P R + RC
� (3)

	
Sspcty = T N

T N + F P
� (4)

	
Fnr = F N

F N + T P
� (5)

where each element in the above equations can be defined as follow:

•	 True Positive (TP): indicating that both the actual and predicted values are positive.

Fig. 7.  Architecture overview of a convolutional neural network for pest detection consists of two layers i.e., 
the feature extraction layer and classification layer.
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•	 False Positive (FP): indicating that the actual value is negative, but the model predicted positive.
•	 False Negative (FN): indicating that the actual value is positive, but the model predicted negative.
•	 True Negative (TN): indicating that both the actual and predicted values are negative.

Average Precision (AP) is the sum of the curve areas enclosed by precision and recall, which reflects the average 
accuracy of the model detection target. Mean Average Precision (mAP) is the average value of the AP of the 
target to be classified and is calculated as:

	
mAP = 1

N

N∑
i=1

APi� (6)

Experimental results
The experiment was carried out on the pests dataset using the train test split validation method to conduct a 
detailed performance evaluation of the ML algorithms. The pests dataset contained a total of 1000 images whereas 
each category had 500 images that were used to train different ML models for the detection and classification 
tasks. For validation and testing, 150 and 50 images respectively were used for each class.

Within the field of DL, particularly in context of statistical classification, the confusion matrix is a specific 
table format that makes it possible to visualize an algorithm’s performance. It includes different metrics i.e., true 
positive, true negative, false positive, and false negative etc. Therefore, the performance of the CNN classifier 
in the form of a confusion matrix during training and its comparison with YOLOv8, leveraging the transfer 
learning approach has been shown in Figs. 8 and  9, respectively. Here the rows represent the true class and 
columns represent the predicted class of the detection model. From Figs. 8 and  9, it is clear that a precision of 
92.82% and recall of 98.92% has been achieved during training for fruit flies. Similarly, for YOLOv8, these values 
are 100% and 97.2%. These are significant numbers if individual fruit fly images are used for prediction.

For YOLOv8 results, the precision-vs-recall curve is as shown in Fig. 10. From the figure, it is clear that the 
acquired mAP is 95.1%, which is a frequently used performance indicator for CNNs and also the average of all 
precisions. Figure 11 shows the detection results. The obtained results are reasonably satisfactory and are the 
best that was possible to obtain in a complicated environment, where low-quality cluttered data was obtained in 
real natural conditions.

Comparison with baseline ML algorithms
In this section, the performance of our proposed model was evaluated by comparing it against numerous 
traditional ML algorithms, including Support Vector Machine (SVM), Naïve Bayes (NB), K-Nearest Neighbor 
(K-NN), Logistic Regression (LG), and Random Forest (RF). The results for the proposed model and numerous 
selected traditional ML algorithms are presented in Table 2 in terms of Precision, Recall, and Accuracy. Table 2 
illustrates that the proposed model significantly outperformed the rest of the algorithms in terms of accuracy, 
precision and recall. As expected, the proposed model achieves overall above 97.50% accuracy on the chosen 
dataset.

Fig. 8.  Confusion matrix for CNN classifier during training by achieving 97.8% and 97.87% of accuracy 
respectively for fruit fly and non-fruit fly.
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Comparison with contemporary algorithms
Furthermore, the performance of our proposed model was also evaluated by comparing it with various 
contemporary algorithms based on DL models i.e., Wang et al.43, Yue et al.44, Li et al.45, Chen et al.46, and Kathole 
et al.47. Performance results of these models are shown in Table 3. Though the experiments’ setups were different, 
but it is worth noting that our proposed CNN based model did achieve the best accuracy performance in terms 
of detecting pets, which was 97.50%.

Similarly, the Receiver Operating Characteristic (ROC) curve depicts how well the model performs other 
models, showing the balance between correctly identifying true positives and incorrectly identifying false 
positives at various decision points. In this paper, an impressive Area Under the Curve (AUC) value of 0.97 
was achieved, indicating strong discriminatory power and superior predictive capability as shown in Fig. 12. 
This high AUC value highlights the effectiveness of the model in distinguishing between positive and negative 
instances. Also for the fly category, the precision is 0.92, meaning when the model predicts an object as a fly, it is 
correct 92% of the times. The recall is 0.98, indicating that the model can catch 98% of actual fly instances. The 
F1-score for this category is 0.95. Similarly, for the non-fly category the values for precision, recall, and F1 scores 
are 0.99, 0.97, and 0.98 respectively as shown in Fig 13.

Discussion
Experimental results reveal that the proposed CNN based model provides the best accuracy performance in terms 
of detecting pests based on the chosen dataset. Firstly, the proposed model was compared with five traditional 
baseline ML algorithms i.e., SVM, NB, KNN, LG, and RF. The results show that the proposed model surpass the 
baseline models exhibiting highest accuracy, precision and recall. In addition, we compared proposed model 
with various DL models, which provide excellent accuracy of 97.50%. The proposed model provides the best 
possible results for the given application under the given conditions, where low-quality cluttered data is obtained 
in real natural environment.

Fig. 10.  Precision vs Recall (YOLOv8 performance curve) showing that the acquired mean average precision 
(mAP) is 95.1%, which is a frequently used performance indicator for CNNs and also the average of all 
precisions.

 

Fig. 9.  Confusion matrix for YOLOv8 during training by achieving 94% of accuracy for fruit fly detection.
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Nonetheless, our research has certain limitations that affect how the results are interpreted. The dataset is 
balanced but there is significant room for enhancement, which can further strengthen the model’s robustness and 
generalization, which is arguably constrained at the moment despite the use of data augmentation techniques. 
Further, cluttered data quality issues, natural conditions along with suboptimal lighting conditions may hinder 
detection accuracy. As a result, we look forward to expanding the dataset to include a wider variety of pest 
species and diverse environmental conditions to make the model more versatile across different agricultural 
contexts. This is the primary focus of our future research findings.

Conclusion
In this paper, traditional low-cost pheromone traps were automated using techniques from ML and IoT. Fruit 
flies that were trapped in pheromone traps were used to develop detection models using modern deep learning 
based CNN and compared with the transfer learning approach of YOLOv8. The CNN-based Machine Learning 
classifier with the shape (Hu moments), texture (Haralick features and HOGs), and color histogram achieved 
above 90% accuracy in detecting fruit flies. The algorithm, however, could not maintain accuracy while counting 
detected pests in a cluttered image. These findings demonstrated that pheromone-based pest control systems 

Measures Wang et al. 43 Yue et al. 44 Li et al. 45 Chen et al. 46 Kathole et al. 47 Proposed model

Accuracy 74.00 79.45 77.99 79.45 88.89 97.50

Precision 74.13 79.53 78.07 79.48 88.93 92.82

Recall 73.87 79.42 77.95 79.50 88.88 98.92

F1-score 74.00 79.48 78.01 79.49 88.90 95.00

Specificity 74.13 79.48 78.03 79.40 88.89 95.90

FNR 26.12 20.57 22.04 20.49 11.11 5.88

Table 3.  Pest detection performance comparison with the state-of-the-art deep learning models.

 

Classifier Precision (%) Recall (%) Overall accuracy (%)

Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) 92.82 98.92 97.50

Support Vector Machine (SVM) 90.8 91.9 92.00

Naïve Bayes (NB) 65.0 59.6 57.10

K-Nearest Neighbor (K-NN) 73.5 70.7 68.45

Logistics Regression (LG) 88.5 84.8 87.00

Random Forest (RF) 82.6 79.0 79.27

Table 2.  Performance evaluation comparison of the proposed model with traditional ML algorithms. 
Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) is the focus of this research.

 

Fig. 11.  Detection and counting result achieved with YOLOv8.
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can effectively use deep learning-based object detectors such as YOLOv8. The user can remotely monitor the 
number of pests inside the orchard and take preventative measures to protect the orchard by uploading the data 
to the real-time cloud database from where it can be supplied to the mobile app and website.

Due to the small size of the pests, which results in a very narrow region of interest, suboptimal lighting 
conditions, and various camera specifications, YOLOv8 performed robustly enough for the given task. 
Despite all these limitations, the mAP value of 97.3% was achieved for detecting fruit flies in real orchards. 
The architecture was optimized to perform over a resource-limited single-board computer i.e., Raspberry Pi 4. 
Furthermore, the proposed model has been contrasted with numerous ML and DL based models to verify the 
efficacy of the proposed model. The comparative analysis showed that the proposed model outperformed others, 
by achieving the highest accuracy, precision, recall, F1-score, specificity, and FNR with values of 97.5%, 92.82%, 
98.92%, 95.00%, 95.90%, and 5.88% respectively. The paper will be expanded in the future to benchmark further 
deep learning architectures. One possible improvement is to use CNNs for feature extraction and SVM for 
classification. Additionally, the traps will be placed widely to provide forecast pest maps for a particular field or 
area. Overall, this research work makes a significant contribution to the field of smart agriculture by designing 
cost effective systems and deploying accurate and efficient AI powered image analysis models for the automatic 

Fig. 13.  Precision, recall, and F1-score performance measurement for fly and not fly category.

 

Fig. 12.  ROC curve having AUC value of 0.97 indicating strong discriminatory power and excellent predictive 
capability.
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detection of pets in plants. Such system aims to improve agricultural practices and eventually allow for early 
detection/intervention and better management of pest-related issues.

Data availability
The datasets used and/or analyzed during the current study are available from the corresponding author upon 
reasonable request.
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